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MONTHLY NOTICES 


OF THE 

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. IIV. March 9, 1894. No. 5 


Captain W. de W. Abney, C.B., RE., D.C.L., E.R.S., President, 

in the Chair. 

Augustin Stanislaus Ghosh, 28 Convent Road, Calcutta; 

Lieutenant William H. F. Montanaro, R.N., H M.S. Canada , 
Bermuda; 

Walter A. Post, Newport News, Virginia, U.S.A. ; 

Alexander William Roberts, Lovedale, Alice, Cape Colony, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 

The following candidates were proposed for election as 
Fellows of the Society, the names of the proposers, from personal 
knowledge, being appended :— 

John Briggs, B.A. Cantab., University Tutorial College, Red 
Lion Square, W.C. (proposed by Dr. R. Bryant) ; 

Rev. Samuel Robert Browne, M.A., LL.D., Mathematical 
Master in Bristol Grammar School, Camelot, St. John’s 
Road, Clifton (proposed by F. H. Stevens) ; 

Rev. F. J. Eld, M.A. Oxon., Whiteladies, Worcester (pro¬ 
posed by Captain W. de W. Abney); 

Henry Owen, F.R.G.S., F.R.Met.Soc., Royal Thames Yacht 
Club, 7 Albemarle Street, W. (proposed by Capt. R. 
Reynolds); 

George C. Pulsford, Head Master, Royal Hospital School, 
Greenwich, S.E. (proposed by H. H. Turner) ; 

W. Rickmer Rickmers, Sohwarzspanierstrasse, Vienna (pro¬ 
posed by Herbert Ingall) ; 

William Stewart Stewart, Levern House, Barrhead, Scot¬ 
land (proposed by Adam Hilger). 
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LIV. 5, 


Prof. Newcomb , Remarks on Mr. Stone's 


One hundred and three presents were announced as having 
been received since the last meeting, including, amongst 
others:— 

Annals of the Astronomical Observatory of Harvard College, 
vols. xxv., xxix., xxxi. part 2 ; vol. xl. part 2, presented by the 
Observatory; A. Auwers, Tobias Mayer’s Sternverzeichniss, 
nach den Beobachtungen auf der Gottinger Sternwarte, 1756-60, 
presented by Professor Auwers ; H. Gylden, Traite Analytique 
desorbitesabsoluesdes huitplanetes principales, tome i., presented 
by the author; photographs of portions of the Moon, retouched 
enlargements from negatives taken at the Lick Observatory, pre¬ 
sented by Dr. L. Weinek. 


Remarks upon Mr. Stone's Proposed Corrections to the Measure of 
Time since 1864. By Professor Simon Newcomb. 


In the December number of the Monthly Notices Mr. Stone 
presents a very able and elaborate statement of certain correc¬ 
tions which he claims should be applied to the adopted measure 
of time from and after the beginning of 1864, together with the 
resulting corrections to the tabular places of the Moon derived 
from Hansen’s tables. The great importance of the question 
raised by Mr. Stone seems to make it only respectful to him 
that I should once more state the difficulty in the way of 
accepting his conclusions. 

The following numbers are extracted from Mr. Stone’s paper 
on page 4 of the Monthly Notices for November, which give the 
results of certain Radcliffe observations of the Moon, made 
in 1892 :— 


Date, 1892 January 6 . 

Correction to be subtracted from M.T. for change of Sidereal 


m s 


Time at Mean Noon since 1864 . 41 -51 

Observed Right Ascension of the Moon. 49 1 9*57 

R.A. from Hansen’s Tables for uncorrected Mean Times ... 20-93 

Hansen minus observed uncorrected . +1*36 

Correction due to the change of unit in M.T. — 1*46 

Hansen minus observed corrected. ... -010 


In this and other papers it is claimed by Mr. Stone that the 
above correction of 41 s '51 to the sidereal time of mean noon 
since 1864 has resulted from a progressive change, starting from 
the epoch 1864*0 and increasing uniformly at the rate of about 
i s *48 annually. From this it follows that the tabular Right 
Ascensions of the Moon at transit over the meridian at Oxford, 
as computed from Hansen’s Tables, should on the above date 
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